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Colonel John Nixon Giving the First Public Reading of The Declaration of Independence Outside Pennsylvania 
State House (now known as Independence Hall) on July 8, 1776 (Constitutional; New York Public Library) 

Sharing the Spirit of America 
(#SharingTheSpiritOfAmercia) 

On July 4, 1776, the Second Continental Congress approved the Declaration of Independence inside the 

Pennsylvania State House (now Independence Hall) in Philadelphia. 

Four days later, on July 8, 1776, after the Declaration was printed and distributed, the citizens of Philadelphia 

were summoned to the State House Yard by the bells of the city. Then, Colonel John Nixon publicly read the 

Declaration of Independence. 

While much of the Declaration deals with grievances against King George III (although his name does not 

appear in it), the American spirit, principles, and values memorialized in the Declaration of Independence 

250-years ago continue to hold true today. The “self evident” “truths”, then, “that all men are created

equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,

Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness” are valid today, as are the personal and collective responsibilities

we share in protecting and perpetuating these values.

Reading the Declaration of Independence Across America, ‘Together’ 

Just as the Declaration of Independence was read to the people on July 8, 1776, now, 250-years later, 

Americans in all 50 States and 16 Territories of the United States will read the Declaration of 

Independence ‘together’. 

     Come join me on Thursday, July 8th at 4 PM at the Smoky Hill Library, meeting room A.  We will read the 
Declaration of Independence, discuss the 4 key parts of the Declaration, various key terms and the 56 brave 
men who committed themselves to our liberty and new country.




